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| OP TO THE 
iS Curate of Stepney, &c. 


J 
|C{ YOME Days ſinde came out a Pamphlet 
(or rather Libel) called, The Would be 
JB Biſhop: Or, The Lying Dean, in your 
"Defence. I am told that you, good Man, 
ceny you had any Hand in writing it. But how 
can it be ſuppos d, that any ove alive would under- 
take your Quarrel with ſo much Vehemence 
and Bitterneſs, and expoſe a Man of the D 
[of p=**%Charadter, and Learning and Good- 
neſs too, however you may have painted him in 
ſo black Colours? Tis (I confeſs) written in 
the Third Perſon, as if your ſelf had no Con- 
cern in it: But at the Top of the 13th Page 
you forget your ſelf, when you name your ſelf 
in the firſt Perſon, and fay ---- I never married 
Two of Three Couple with one and the ſame L- 
Some People, we ſce, ſhould have good 
Memories. But would engage himſelf fo 
-Prarmly in your Cauſe, who have with fo much 


"Reaſon diſpleas d all your Bretllren; by uſing 


your 
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Nay more, I will not enter into the 
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your Pen in a way fo little becoming a Clergy- 
Mau, in a way in which you ſeem to take more 

Pleaſure in finding Faults than, amending chem 3 
And 1 perfuade my ſelf, that you never have or 
ever will be able to find a Second in your Con 
troverſie. You will not meet with the ſame 
Scurrility in this, which appears ſo eminently 


in every thing you have written I know bet- | 


ter things. Nor will bl] way to meddle with 
the private Miſunderſt ings between your Bro- 
ther-Curate and you, which, I ſuppoſe, was one 
of the chief Cauſes of your Complaint, and 

Want of Regulation; I am. a Stranger to tay 
High-Church and Low-Church, I doubt not but 
there are very many good Men of both, tho he 


was not ſo who made that wicked Diftin&i- | 
on and Diviſion. Nay more. ftill,, I will not 


jaſtifie thoſe Practices you are ſo angry with, 
Tho” I would wiſh you to conſider the Neceſſ 
of Times and Things; and to remember, 
at in ſoch an Age ef Liberty as this is 
it is well that things are not worſe.” 1 will 
add this alſo, that 1 will not undertake to ju- 


ſlifie rhe Dean, who is ſo well able ta do it |. 


bimſelf, but does not wagr it; but I muſt ſay 
this, that you do very ill to revive tlie rrors 
of a Man's Touth, which he has ſo happily re- 
trieved in his riper and better informed Yearg, 
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er, and a great Ornament of the City-Clergy. 
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| done it. OM CES f 
15. That you have concerned your ſelf in this 
Affair at all. 
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knows) are already too great? But if things 
are amiſs, what Call have you (like another 
Jack Cade) to be for mending every thing > 


in baptizing Children at Church, tho' I verily be- 
lieve it is the moſt proper Place for it. But 


when the contrary Practice has been ſo intro—- 


duced, as to prevail almoſt univerſally, tis not 
a W——gh, or S—8&s, or your ſelf that can, 
put a Stop to it. There are very many wiſh' 
for it as well as you ; but our Buſineſs now is 
rather to keep what we have, than to pretend 
to regain any thing we have loſt. I doubt not 
but the Gentlemen of tbe Separation, would be 
extremely pleas d, if the whole Body of the 
conforming Clergy would refuſe to baptize Chil- 
dren at Home; they are ſo wiſe in their Genera- 
tion, as to know well what will turn to their 
own Accounts. By this Means their Buſinefs 


gladly do what we would not, and would take 
Care to make thoſe they baptize their own, and 
by this, Means, may not only gain Children, 
but perhaps whole Families into the Bargain. 
This is worthy of your Conſideration, if you 
do ever conſider; but ſure ſuch malicious, in- 
coherent, pitiful Stuff is not the Reſult of 
Thought, but of Wrath; Envy, or Revenge, the 
worſt of Paſſions, 1 am told, that you are of a 
very rude and moroſe Temper, which I can 
very eaſily believe, ſnce I may juſtly deſie all 
the World to produce any one Author of Rory 
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whole Body of the Exxlii Clergy, who has 
been ſo injurious to that Order, as you your 
ſelf, except the late famous Mr. AJickeringz/ of 


Colchefter. If you muſt be a Reformer, your 


Scene of Reformation is very narrow : Take 
Care the Grave-digger of S5, make his 
Graves exactly Fai? and Weſt ; for you CI find) 
are not for the leaſt Deviation from old Rules; 


keep your Sexton in order, and your ſelf too, 


if you can, You think, I ſuppoſe, that you are 
very hardly dealt with, that you have no great- 
er Advantages nor Honours in the Church, 
and this makes you fo very angry. But tis 
very well for the Church, that a Man of fo 
turbulent a Spirit has no Command in it : And 
tis well for you, ſince in all Likelihood any 
Elevation would turn your Brains, and make 
you quite mad. If you were acquainted with 
your ſelf (a very difficult Knowledge that) you 
would know, that ſuch fiery Papers as you ſend 
blazing into the World, do Miſchief to your 
ſelf, and Good to no one elſe. That they diſ- 
cover the Rancor of your Heart, and make the 
World be of Opinion, that you will be 2 
unfit for a higher Office, who behave your {elf 


| fo. ill in a le one, You will not forget who 
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it is that is called, The Accuſer of our Brethren, 
(Rev. 12. 10.) and that be 1s caſt down, and will 
þe kept down too. One of the Fathers ſays, 
dem 1 habent qui ejuſdem ſunt volunt a- 
tis. They who have the ſame Will with the De; 
vil. wall have the ſamg bo with hem. 
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Thus much and more you deſerve to hear, fo? 
concerning your ſelf in this Affair at all. But your 
ſaucy and inſolent way of doing it deſerves an 
Anſwer rather from a good Cudgel than a Pen. 
Veut rude treating of an Archb---p, and ſeve- 
ral, B----ps, living Doctors, and a deceas d one, 
of. whom you wickedly and uncharitably fay, 

That he js gone to bis Place. This certainly is | 
one of the preateſt regularities, that ever 4 
Presbyter of the Church f . England, as you love 
to call yourſelf, was ever guilty of, and ought to 
be in the next Edition of your Book. Thar Spirit 


f 


of railing that runs thro all your Compoſitions, 
affronting Men of the firft Figure, and com- 
mending in ſo awkward a Manner, when you 
do, commend, to ſhew how little you love it, 
is an Argument that your Heart is not right, 
and that tis Pity you are not made more hum- | 
ble than you yet are. Not more humble in your | 
Poſt, for that is low enough, and which has | 
hitherto been your Protection, for you cannot 
be much lower than you are, unleſs you ſhould 
ſome time or other tumble into a Grave: but 
more humble in your Spirit, which much wants 
humbling; and he who does it beſt, will be the 
beſt Friend you have. Had you had the feaſt 
Grain of Modeſty, you would have ſtood corre- 
Red, when you found ſo much Confideration was 
had to you, eſpecially by ſo ingenious and learn- 
end Tan Author, as to take your poor Periormance 
o task, which was the greateſt Honour you 
dauer had in your Life, Inſtead of chat you fly 


out 
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- out in the moſt outragious Manner that can be, 

and at a Venture, without any Aſſurance, that 

D. #-----: was the Author, you aſſault him 
with much Malice mingled with a very little 
Wir, for which if you had your Deſerts, you 

ſhould be ſerv'd as Scolds ought to be, 3. e. well 
coołd in a Ducking-ſtool. I am very far from 

being ſure that the D--n- wrote it; but if he did, 
you had highly provok'd him in calling him 

ſeandalous, and his Sermon infam:us; and he 

chaſtized you as you defſerv'd. The only Mi- 
ſtake was, that ſince you wrote more like a Por- 
ter than a Scholar, that you was not corrected 
like one. If the D---n has entred the Lifts 
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with you, I think it was too great a Conde- 

: ſcention in him ; eſpecially fince he who engages 

„ with you is like a Man that fights with ome | 

G | T---d, whether he beats him or is beaten by 

r | Him, he is ſure of being beſh · t. | 

8 Your Third Page is a poor Tron, and is an 

t | Abuſe not only of the D---n, but of Mr. C--x, 

9 whoſe only Fault is, I find, that his Office is | 

c | above yours, that he gets more Money, and | 

8 has more Reſpect than you have. | 

Ee Page 4t9 You are angry, that the Author of | 

ſt the Vindication fights in the Dark, when you | 

e- had ſhewn the way. Your idle Libels give no | 

38 particular Diręctions where they arc to be had; 

n- the Vindication of the Church is fold at the Black- ; 

ce Boy in Parer-Weſter-Rom, as appears from the 

0 Title. Pe. You very methodically begin in e- 

ly amining the very End of his Pamphlet; and then 

ut NV!!! et boi e "0 | 
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you. pride your ſelf in the Name of a Higb- 
Flzer ;1 dare anſwer for all thoſe Gentlemen, 
that they are very far from being proud of you, 
who in 16 Pages, diſcover more of an unchri- 
ſtian Spirit, than others can do in 200. Not- 
withſtanding your Phariſaical Declaration, Stand 
by, for I am bolier that thou, 1 doubt not but 


you would be very glad to walk from the Grave- 
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fide to the ſecond Stall in a Ca:ihedral, and 


heartily thank thoſe who did you the Honour 
to place you there. 

Page 5th is a Proof that you are a very low 
Author, however you value your ſelf for being 
a High-flyer, There is ſuch an odd Mixture 
of Obloquy and Scripture, nothing to the Pur- 
poſe, that one would wonder, that a Man whoſe. 
Place fo many Years hath been fo near the Pul- 
pit, ſhould not by this time have learnt better 
to apply the Word of God. But, ſay the Ita- 
lians, The Anchor is always in the Water, but ne- 
ver learns to ſwim, 

Page 6th contains the ſame Virulence, and dif- 
covers a particular lnſolence, that you ſhould offer 
to acquaint the World, that the D---n of P——gh 
will not be welcom at Fulham, 1 believe the 
B——p of ., is much wiſer than to ac- 
quaint you with his private Sentiments of Men 
io conſiderable as D. n A : But if he had 
been pleas d to do it, it would have become 


you to have been more modeſt than to have 


divulged it. But why do I talk to you of Mo- 
deſty, who, in ſo bold à Manngr, oondemn _- 
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ſober Men, much your Betters, ro Bedlam ; to 


which 1 think you have a very fair Title, if 


you are as mad without. your Pen as you are 
with it. Your refined Expreſſion of cutting for 


the Simples, and that whole civil Paragraph, is a 


Proof of the Improvements you have made by 
your Ale-Houſe Converſation. | 

Page 7th you accuſe the D---n of Nonſenſe, 
which, I believe, no one ever did before, and 
that you may be ſure of dealing ſcandal enough 
abroad, you bring in Dr. Woodward and Dr. 
Bray, Men of great Virtue and Probity, with- 
out any fort of Provocation or Cauſe, unleſs 
it be a Fault with you, to be ſober and good. 
In the next Paragraph, you clap your felt on 


the Shoulder, and cry out, Here's the Man that 


has filenc'd Mr. Calamy, aud. has had the laſt 
Word of him. Are you ſure, that be&Guſe he 


ſaid nothing to you, that he had nothing to 


fay to you? You may be much miſtaken. 
Vexatious Scolds are often ſuffered to have the 


laſt Word, even when they have the worſt of 


the Argument, for Quiet fake. As to Mr. Bi- 
ſet's mad Performance, as you. juſtly call it, 
none ſo proper to anſwer it as your ſelf; for as 


to Madneſs, if he did not meet with his Match, 


I am very much miſtaken. 


Page 8th You brag of making a Proſelyte of 
Mr. Palmer. If you make him ſuch a one as 
your ſelf, we deſire him not amongſt us. One _ 
would rather believe, be had converted you- | 
A 


for I think you have written in the Stile of- 
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Enemy of our Church, and not of one who 
gets his Bread by it. As to your Appeal to the 
you Power to. 
write in the Name of the Clergy 2 Becauſe Touchs 
in the Obſervator;'a courſe Writer, and who, one 


would believe, has drop'd his Mantle on you; 


becauſe he fell upon you, it muſt (forſoothi) be 
a general Quarrel of the whole Clergy in your 
Cruſe. We muſt have a better Account of you, 
before you will be thought fit to repreſent that 


venerable Body of Men. The Remainder of 


that Page, and Page 9th is employed in ſetting 
forth your own Merits, and applauding your own 
Performances, for which, I believe, you have 
Thanks from no Body, and deſerve none, if 
they were like your Three laſt which I have 
ſeed. Fou lampoon Moderation with very mo- 


7 derate Wit, tho you are to thank that Spirit of 


Moderation, that you are not accounted with in 
another Manner, fitter for you. | 
'y — e 10th affirms, that your noble Tract is 
erable, and appeals to Men of Honeſty 
and Learning. I would adviſe you to dro 
your Appeal, for it has been anſwered, and fo 
anſwered, as that no one but he who had loſt 
all Shame would reply. But ſome Mens Opt- 
nion of themſelves puts them out of the Reach 
of all Conviction, and they fancy that all Men 


think as well of rheir Writings as themſelves do. 


'You will find your Miſtake' when you may, in 


time, find your railing Libels brought home to 
Fou in Boxes with your Hats and your Perukes. 
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Story is ſo fully an- 
* wonder how 


“ the, thou doſt convince me, thou - ſhal | 
© convert me. Non perſuadebis, etiamſi perſuaſe= 
ris. Your accurate Expreſſion of venturing. froe 
Pounds ts a Pipe of Tobacco, and of eating you 
without Salt, as in the gth Page, ſhew what ex- 
cellent Company you keep, and with what noble 
Authors you converſe, You ſtrongly contend, 
that you are a licens d Curate. Suppole you are ſo, 
Was you licens'd to reform the Clergy, to write. 


ſhalt note 


againſt Archb—ps, B—ps, and D---ns, and Drs, 


and every one above you? If you make not: 2 
better. Uſe of your Licenſe, your howowred Lora 
will take it away from you. 3 Te 

Pages 13th, 14th, and 15th are fill'd with a 
Vindication of your ſelf from ſome Accuſations, 
which I find lay hard upon you. I will not 
meddle with them, becauſe tis not eaſie to un- 


derſtand them fully, without going to Steprey, 


which I think hardly worth while to do; ſince 
enough appears without it, to ſhew Mankind 
that you are worſe than mad. Why elſe ſhould 
you be writing peeviſſi and ill-natured Pamphlets ? 
Why ſhould you create your ſelf Enemies need- 
lily, when enow of them are to be had every 


where without ſuch Provocations? Cannot you 


be contented with your Gloves, your Sat, your 
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Burnt-Claret,” Bisket, and Burial-Fees, but you 
Muſt be finding Fault with the Prayers, the 
Sermons, and the Lives of other Men, when 1 
find every thing may be juſtly retorted on your 


th. . -4< 


own Head, which you ſo condemn in others? Does 
any one interrupt you in ybut Employments or 


Perquitits? Why are you then for abuſing al- 
moſt all Men, except the V—rs of S—y and 
W—C-—1? Are none good but they? © 

I obſerve at the Bottom of the 1 5th Page, 
that you leave your Performance to the Fadyment 
of all unprejudiced Perſons. I am one of thoſe, 


I aſſure you; having never ſeen you, that 1 


know of, in my whole Life. And if I may be 
allowed to give my Judgment of your Paper, I 
think it hot and heavy, like a Taylor's Gooſe, 
very dull and ſilly, with an Air of Pertneſs, and 
malicious to the laſt Degree. If I might be 
thought fit to adviſe you, it ſhould be, That you 


would never write any thing for the Prefs tilt 


you can write truer Engliſh, and ſpell better. 
That you would learn to be quiet, and to do your 
own Buſineſs. You ſeem to be of a high and 
reſtleſs Spirit, which you/muſt endeavour to re- 


ſtrain, or! you will bring ſuch Inconveniencies 


on your ſelf, as will be very uneaſie to you. 
You muſt not think to bully the World always 
in that boiſtrous Manner you have hitherto 
done. You may at laſt perhaps meet with your 
Match, (tho', I confeſs, I think it is not very 
eaſie) and what will the Conſequence be then? 
If you proceed in this way, the Vr of 4 
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ill not judge it be adviſeable always to pro- 
18 a Man that declares War with almdſt all 
Mankind, and has no Regard to his Superiors 
| (for Inferiors he has none) in the Church. He 
will do very well to enjoin you to write no 
more Libels of this ſort, you have wrote too 
many already; for unleſs this be done, ſome 
Blame will lie on him; becauſe, 7s qui non vatat, 
cam. poſſit, julet. He who does not, when he 
conan, forbid a thing to be done, commands it 
| ow co be done. r | An 
As to your ſelf, you muſt not conclude, be- 
cauſe you have hitherto ' eſcap'd ſo well, that 
you will always do ſo. If the Charch be a 
Sanctuary, the Church-yard is not. If you till 
perſevere in barking and ſnarling thus at every 
| one in your way, tho you cannot bite; you 
will be kick'd (as even Curs are) barely for be- 
ing noiſie and troubleſome. 
Iwill conclude with a Story worth your ta- 
king Notice of. An old Monk had been ob- 
ſerv d to live quietly and eafily in his Monaſte- 
ry, beloved by the Prior, and very well eſteem- 
ed by the whole Society, and was deſired to 
ive Directions to a Novitiate how he ſhould be- 
{have himſelf. He anſwered, that he had always 
gone by theſe Three Rules: 1ſt, Sinere mundum 
vadere ficht vult, nam mundus vult vadere, ſicut 
dult. To let the World rub on as it will, for the 
& World will rub on as it will. 2d, Nabil mals 
| | de Priore lui. Never to ſpeak ill of the Prior. 
| 2%, Facere res taliter qualiter. To do things 
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